University of South Florida

Scholar Commons
Newspaper collection

The Weekly Challenger

2013-08-01

The Weekly Challenger : 2013 : 08 : 01
The Weekly Challenger, et al

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarcommons.usf.edu/challenger

Recommended Citation
The Weekly Challenger, et al, "The Weekly Challenger : 2013 : 08 : 01" (2013). Newspaper collection. 239.
https://scholarcommons.usf.edu/challenger/239

This is brought to you for free and open access by the The Weekly Challenger at Scholar Commons. It has been
accepted for inclusion in Newspaper collection by an authorized administrator of Scholar Commons. For more
information, please contact scholarcommons@usf.edu.

2 OPINION Social rules

3 COMMUNITY: Grand opening

7 COMMUNITY: Summer program

7 COMMUNITY: Heffner and Hefner

The Weekly Challenger







    



No
summer
learning
loss here!

Boating
with
‘Hattitude’
BY PUNEET SANDHU
Staff Writer

BY STAFF WRITER

ST. PETERSBURG —
Childs Park YMCA held its
Achieving Great Things Community Spelling Bee last
Thurs., July 25 in their multipurpose room located at 691
43rd St. S.
The room was pack with
proud but nervous parents all
waiting in anticipation for their
child’s number to be called to
step up to the microphone.
The walk up to the microphone was only a few feet, but
with a room full of people
watching their every move, it
no doubt felt like a mile.
But wait, most of these
kids attended the The Childs
Park YMCA Academic Summer Camp. They were academically focused throughout
the summer, and this spelling
bee was a way to showcase
their talents.
The summer camp supports lessons learned from
the previous school year and
prepares the children for the
next.
President of the YMCA of
Greater St. Petersburg, David
Jezek explained, “It’s about
the community coming together in response to what is
really critical for us, and that is
preparing our kids for school,
and what they can be.”
And prepared is exactly
See BEE, page 10

The cast and crew of “If You Only Knew” were walking on cloud 9 after the successful premiere.



BY STAFF WRITER

ST. PETERSBURG –
The community came
out in droves to support
local filmmaker, Cranstan
Cumberbatch’s latest effort “If You Only Knew.”
The red carpet event was
held last Thurs., July 25 at
Baywalk in downtown St.
Petersburg.
The evening was filled

When a group of college
buddies reunite to honor
Chris Whims, played by
Cumberbatch, for winning a humanitarian
award, his college and
current business rivals
show up and reveal hidden secrets that promise
to destroy his personal relationships.
Thrilling to see all of
what St. Petersburg has

to offer played out on the
big screen, the film takes
you inside the Melting
Pot Restaurant on Fourth
Street, the Mahaffey Theater, the University of
South Florida, Bayfront
Hospital and even an interesting looking back
alley where a significant
scene in the movie takes
place.
See MOVIE page 4

Parents meet for change
BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

Deborah Figgs-Sanders

with good food, live music
and excellent entertainment all for $10. If you
aren’t normally privileged
to run with the glitterati,
Cumberbatch gave you an
opportunity, if only for
one night.
Filmed in St. Petersburg, “If You Only Knew”
is a 112 minute feature
film about relationships
and the secrets they hold.

ST. PETERSBURG – A
panel of community members joined together Saturday for the 8th Summit on
increasing parental engagement. The summit
discussed how parents
can be an active and integral participant in improving the education and
success rate of AfricanAmerican youth, particularly in the south St.
Petersburg area.
“We as parents have to
engage with our children,”
urged Lendel Bright,
panel facilitator for the
event and program coordinator for the city, during

the morning discussion.
“Our children are in a battle right now.”
The panel consisted of
an ex-offender, a local author, a bullying expert and
Trenia Cox, Planning
Manager for the Juvenile
Welfare Board in Pinellas
County. All gave insight
into how parents can
change the family environment to provide young
African-American youths
with the tools and resources needed to not
only feel better about
themselves, but to use
their talents constructively and not fall into the
wrong crowd.
“Parents are our socialization unit,” Cox in-

ST. PETERSBURG Donning loud hats festooned with feathers and
bows, women and men
StarLite
the
boarded
Majesty Yacht on Sun., July
28 to support victims of domestic violence and to
show their “hattitude.”
“‘Hattitude’ is having
this bold walk so that no
matter what anyone says
about you, you have that
confidence, pride and empowerment—that ‘hattitude’—to reach success,”
Hat-Attitude, Inc. Founder
Ebone Clifton said. “Our organization wants each
woman to feed off each
other, to encourage each
other to be successful.”
The non-profit Hat-Attithe
organized
tude
“Women’s Empowerment
Voyage” and is giving the
$500 raised from the event
to The Springs of Tampa
Bay, a shelter for battered
women. Clifton said the
event additionally garnered
a “full truck load of
women’s, men’s and children’s clothes and shoes,
plus some household
items” that will also be
given to The Springs.
Aboard the yacht, Jorge
Alvarado of the Tampa Bay
Christian Music’s “The
Jorge Show” hosted the
event, reading sobering statistics on the number of
women in the U.S. who face
physical violence. Local comedian Jean Campion gave
a testimony of the abuses
she had experienced and
Chaplain Captain Meoshia
Sanders spoke of finding
strength by overcoming obstacles.
See HATTITUDE, page 8

L-R, Trenia Cox, Pastor Martin Rainey, Linda
Mobley, Justin Smith and Niki Johnson.
formed the room. She discussed the importance of
instilling values at home
from an early age, and parents following through in

practicing
self-respect,
tolerance and self-control
when
dealing
with
See PARENTS, page 8

Dr. Yvonne ScruggsLeftwich




 



2

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, AUGUST 1, 2013

OPINION
Updated social rules for black men

BY ATTORNEY SEAN
PITTMAN

Following the George
Zimmerman trial, the idea
of an unarmed teenage
black kid being killed and
his killer set free by a jury
in Sanford, Fla. has ignited
criticism of the State of
Florida and aggravated our
nation’s
most
tender
wound: Race. Trayvon Martin’s death, Zimmerman’s
verdict and “Stand Your
Ground” laws have brought
another national dilemma to
Florida.
The rhetoric associated
with this most recent re-

minder of the ever present
racial tension in America
has come from all avenues,
including respected and influential political, legal, civil
rights, and social figures.
The verdict has solicited
sympathizers from the
black community, but also
other races and demographics who have publically mourned the injustice.
Trayvon Martin’s untimely
death prompted responses
both in opposition and in
support of the jury’s not
guilty verdict, but more importantly it has prompted
African Americans to update our rules on social interaction.
Huh? Well, growing up
as an African American
male there were certain
rules that my parents, and
the parents of other black
boys, instilled in us early
and often from a young age.
Rules which curb my behavior and inhibit my personality – but, none the
less, rules that could potentially save my life. Because,

for black children safety
rules extend beyond the
universal don’t talk to
strangers.
Unfortunately,
the
Trayvon Martin case has
added to the list of otherwise innocuous behavior
for the black community,
especially young black
boys, which could present a
question of death or prison.
As such, I am prompted to
remind our young black
men that these unwritten
rules are still in place.
Therefore, until laws such
as “Stand Your Ground” are
repealed – the following unwritten rules could potentially save lives.
Be conscious of your
surroundings and always
explain why you are where
you are, even when no one
asks you and you have a
legal right to be there;
Do not run, jog, move
swiftly or even skip in the
presence of police;
Smile excessively to appear non-threatening;
Change your dialect and

tone of voice to something
familiar to your audience;
Dress conservatively to
appear trustworthy and approachable;
Make visible and drop
everything in your hands,
and make them visible if
confronted by police;
Answer questions with
yes sir, no sir to show you
have manners, a respect for
adults and a decent upbringing.
In the wake of the
Trayvon Martin killing, we
must update the rules to include:
Do not walk slowly in
the rain;
Wear a suit and carry a
NY Times bestselling book
at ALL times because Skittles and an Arizona iced tea
are no longer safe;
If you have to scream,
scream “its me” and say
your name;
If all other rules fail
RUN, remembering an injury to the BACK invalidates any grounds for
self-defense or “Stand Your

Ground” defenses.
I think that it is incomprehensible and unacceptable that I should have to
teach my child these rules.
This new generation of
black children should have
the opportunity to enjoy a
post Obama-era, where
they are judged by the content of their character and
not by their hue, their attire
or their age. If nothing else,
this should be a time where
an innocuous hoodie, does
not become the basis of an
inquisition.
As I have mentioned on
my television show, black
people carry the burden of
other people’s suspicions.
This is exactly what killed
Trayvon Martin. George
Zimmerman’s wrong assumptions about Trayvon
has uncovered the unfortunate fact that people
process individuals of color
in a negative light and this
fact resulted in death of an
unarmed teenager. Add the
ability to profile, based on
race, attire, age or other-

wise, and a “Stand Your
Ground” law, we are left
with an overwhelming
sense that being ourselves
is inherently dangerous.
Finally I should clarify
that, “Stand Your Ground”
law being applicable or not,
I believe this case exposes
a legal system coated with
racist undertones. I do not
believe George Zimmerman is a racist. I don’t think
he killed Trayvon because
he hates black people. I believe he killed Trayvon because he is a coward. I
believe he instigated a fight
that he could never, in his
mind, body or soul, finish
FAIRLY. In addition, I think
that the Stand Your Ground
law (as it stands – pun intended) creates a safe
haven for cowards. In my
day, you gave a whooping
or you took a whooping, but
everybody lived to fight another day.
Attorney Sean Pittman
is an experienced attorney,
lobbyist and television personality.

previous article, we count
people “at” our protests
while others count profits
“from” our protests. Symbolism over substance. Arizona
Beverage
and
Wrigley/Mars, although innocent and unattached to
the tragedy, received windfalls from it. Mark my
words, someone will soon,
if they have not already, go
to these two companies for
money, thus, exploiting
even further the death of
Trayvon Martin. I wonder
who will be first at that feeding trough.
Quite honestly, Skittles
and Arizona Iced Tea had
absolutely nothing to do
with George Zimmerman
killing Trayvon Martin, and
yet they have become “symbols” in the aftermath of his
death. If young Martin had
nothing in his hands that
night, would it have made
any difference? Absolutely
not. Would it have made
any difference at Emmett
Till’s funeral if they announced what brand of bubble gum he bought in that

store? Of course not. But
folks back then had a little
more sense than we do
now. They did not rush out
and buy the bubble gum
and wave it during their
protests and mail it to the
police chief of “Money,”
(another irony) Miss.
Now some may say this
is a trivial thing and maybe
even question why I chose
to write about it. Well, my
intention is to get us to see,
once and for all, the role
Blacks play in the economics of this country – yes,
even in the face of tragedy.
I want us to understand
how to keep the main thing
the main thing in all that we
do, especially when it
comes to economic empowerment. If this article does
not at least cause you to
think about our collective
actions and the futility
thereof in many cases, if it
does not make you know
that many times our dollars
just don’t make good sense,
then I have failed to do my
job. I will keep trying
though; you can count on it.

The profit of protest – definitely in the black

BY JAMES CLINGMAN
NNPA Columnist

I am now doing what I
said I would not. I am writing a column in which I
mention the items Skittles
and Iced Tea. I cringed
every time I heard those
words during the pursuit of
justice for Trayvon Martin
and his family, and throughout the trial of George Zimmerman. They became
synonymous with Trayvon
himself, and were mentioned just as much as his
name. As far back as March
2012, demonstrations and
protests were held, one of
which took place in Liberty
City, Fla. that featured pro-

testers holding up bags of
Skittles and cans of Arizona
Tea.
In case you have not yet
figured out the connection
by reading the title of this
article, as Booker T. Washington said many years ago,
“Beneath politics, beneath
education, even beneath religion, lies economics.” And
I would add, even beneath
protest lies profit. Understanding that nothing happens in this capitalistic
society until something is
sold, when I read about the
windfall profits of Wrigley
and Mars, makers of Skittles, that truism hit home
even more.
Having discussed this
phenomenon in a previous
column (“Marching in
Place”), I felt compelled to
finally write one that includes the words: Skittles
and iced tea. Our protests
leave an admittedly residue
of profit for many companies, some of which is unavoidable. But in the case of
Trayvon
Martin,
the
protests in which people

  

 

 



purchased candy and tea,
and even hoodies in many
instances, resulted in unexpected, incremental, and
welcomed profits by the
manufacturers of those
products. What a country!
Huh?
It is safe to say that the
vast majority of the protest
items were purchased from
stores that are not owned
by Black people, which
points once again to the fact
they we prefer symbolism
over substance. And in Liberty City, of all places,
which was once a bastion of
Black-owned businesses
and economic empowerment for Black folks, according to a 1986 INC.
magazine article by Joel
Kotkin, titled, “The Reluctant Entrepreneurs,” the
irony of profitable protests
looms even larger.
The article says, “Back
in 1957, when Sonny Wright
arrived in Miami, business
was lively and vibrant in
such black inner-city neighborhoods as Overtown and
Liberty City. Independent
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laundries,
restaurants,
nightclubs, hotels–many of
them black-owned –flourished along the main streets
of the steamy resort city.
‘We had a thriving little business community,’ Wright remembers,
‘the
black
entertainers like Sammy
Davis Jr. and Nat King Cole
stayed in our hotels. Blacks
bought from blacks.’”
“Wright continued, ‘now
all that has changed. Ever
since integration, everything is gone, the smart
guys went to work for the
government or moved to
the suburbs. Nobody
stayed around. Nobody created jobs in the community.
Integration set everything
downhill for black business
in this town.’”
Sad to say that now protesters of a senseless killing
of a young Black man cannot even buy their Skittles
and tea from a Black-owned
store in Liberty City and
most other cities across this
country.
We protest while others
profit. And as I said in my
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COMMUNITY NEWS


BY PEARL AND MEL SHAW

Workshop, seminars and
conferences: Blessing or curse?
Continuous training, education and exposure to new people and ideas can lead to
continuous improvement, motivation, and
engagement. Workshops, seminars and
conferences add to the skill set and competency of nonprofit employees, executives, board members and volunteers. The
question is: what happens after the workshop or conference?
Our experience has shown that the euphoria and “light bulbs” that go off during
a workshop or conference sometimes
don’t make it back to the office or the
board room. It’s no one’s fault – it’s just
human nature. Life gets in the way of good
intentions, and sparks of creativity and innovation can dim without kindling. One
method for ensuring you and your team
bring your “aha! moments” back to the office is to create a plan for implementation
before attending.
Here’s how it works. First determine
which workshop, conference or webinar
will benefit your organization’s work. Then
determine who should attend. Where possible select more than one person – they
will become your learning leaders. Prior to
attending ask selected participants to write
down the three things they are seeking to
learn from the event. During the event
they should take notes, with an emphasis
on recording information and ideas that relate to what they are seeking to learn.
After the event, participants should
share their learnings and ideas with others
in the organization. The presentation
should be part of a formal debrief. A team
should be created to implement the ideas
and learnings, and dates should be set that

drive actions towards new goals.
This process can apply to learnings at
all levels. Perhaps it is something simple:
ensuring all members of the organization
have a signature block for their emails that
includes the nonprofit’s mission, website,
social media and the individual’s direct
phone number and email. It could be a bit
more complex: integrating the nonprofit’s
ticket sales into the donor database, or increasing revenue from special events.
Maybe board members have suggestions
for how to improve their meetings and increase attendance.
The learning – or aha! moment – could
require a culture shift. Board members
and staff may return from a conference
with suggestions for how to better engage
the board members, volunteers and staff
with fundraising. When a culture shift is required, the first step is to debrief with the
executive director. Gain her support and
buy-in. Share the plan for how to implement the new idea along with projected
outcomes.
This process creates opportunities for
leadership, and allows those who did not
attend the event to benefit from key learnings. When seeking to grow your nonprofit’s fundraising be sure to extend the
impact of outside learning opportunities by
planning in advance and following through
afterwards. Let us know what works for
you.
Copyright 2013 – Mel and Pearl Shaw
Mel and Pearl Shaw are the authors of
“Prerequisites for Fundraising Success.”
They position nonprofits for fundraising success. Visit them at www.saadandshaw.com.

Hats off to I & M Classy Hats
LARGO — I & M
Classy Hats recently celebrated their grand opening
at their new store location
in Largo. Owned and operated by Isay M. Gulley and
Michelle Holmes, a mother
and daughter team who
started in Clearwater on
Drew Street 10 years ago.
They are excited about
their recent move. When
you walk into the door, you
will see an array of hats,
women’s church and business suits, men’s casualwear, accessories and
more.
“God continues to bless
us even in this struggling
economy. We are thriving
not just surviving,” said
Gulley.
Stop by and check them
out, 424 West Bay Drive,
Largo, or call the shop for
more (727)586-4287.

Let’s Talk About Urban Gardening
The Sustainable Urban Agriculture Coalition’s (SUAC) next monthly meeting
will be held Mon., Aug. 5 from 7-8:30 p.m. at the
Enoch Davis Center 1111 18th Ave. S.
This community gathering is free and open to the public.
For more information or inquiries, please email SUAC at suacsp@gmail.com.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
St. Pete on the
big screen
From MOVIE , page 1

Not one to rest on his
laurels, Cumberbatch is
starting to cast for his
next film, which will also
be shot here in the Sunshine City.
“I’m looking to draw a
lot of attention to this
area. We have a beautiful
city, we have beautiful
people here, and there’s a
lot that St. Pete has to
offer. There’s a huge
artistic community here
that’s offering up clean
entertainment for us to
get out of the house,” said
Cumberbatch as he
smiled for the camera
and gave autographs.
To find out more
about
Cumberbatch
and his entertainment
conglomerate, please
log onto accwkinc.weebly.com.

CUSTOMIZED ADVERTISING CAMPAIGNS




OFFICE:
727-865-1591
FAX:
727-866-1728
WWW.WRXB.US

STREAMING LIVE GLOBALLY!

Letter to the Editor
I am living with kidney
failure. Earlier this month,
the federal government proposed deep funding cuts to
the End-Stage Renal Disease
(ESRD) Program that funds
my life-saving dialysis care. If
these cuts are implemented,
they would have a direct and
negative impact on my life

and the lives of more than
24,400 kidney failure patients in Florida like me who
rely on dialysis care 3 times
a week to survive.
The proposed 12 percent budget cut to the ESRD
Program may not even
cover the cost of my care
and will endanger the very

existence of my dialysis center and others, making it
much more difficult, if not
impossible, for patients to
receive the care they need.
I urge your readers to
contact Congresswoman
Cathy Castor to protect patients like me who require
Medicare funding for life-

saving dialysis care. CMS
must ensure that Medicare
reimbursement is adequate
to cover the cost of providing quality care.
Sincerely,

Janice
Williams

Starling-

NO COST MEDICAID &
MEDICARE REVIEWS
727-327-9881 • 3535 Central Ave.
St. Petersburg, FL 33713
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• Prevention • Awareness • Education •
•Testing • Counseling • Referrals •
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www.helpushelpuinc.org



PUBLISH YOUR
LEGAL NOTICES
WITH US!
We offer competitive
rates and distribution in
local counties for your
legal advertising needs.
Call 727-896-2922 today!

BUSINESS DIRECTORY



SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

   



1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviataylorpa@cs.com
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Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
3951 34th St. S., St. Petersburg
(In the old K-Mart building)

(727) 867-3696
Open: Wednesday - Sunday
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

 







Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

     








  

  

 




  

   





 


 
   




 





Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays





Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ
Pastor Ricardo Welch
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South, Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670



 




 






    





Victory Christian Center Church

  

    

Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.











Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry

 

3530 1st Avenue North, Ste. 217
St. Petersburg, Florida 33713

(727) 564-1389



 


 
     
  
  



  


 

  
 
 

 
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.



 
  

 





   
    
   
   
  
   
    





Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.




 


Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.

 
  

 

 
  



 





  
 

 


 






 

1818 29th Avenue N.
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship

11:30 a.m.






  



 
 

Pastors Dexter and
Wanda McCree

 

 
 
  


Pastor Shurrea Daniels

Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/

BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567
SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.




ATTENTION! You MUST Read This!
    

     

Do you have any questions concerning health, money, love?
Call Mrs. Rogers, the one who knows all the answers.

Call Today … Tomorrow May Be Too Late! GOD BLESS YOU 229-769-5399
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THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida





 



Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.





Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the community at large, its wish that
there would be an overflowing
of God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded in
a Christ-centered doctrine that
has as its central theme, a belief that we are a haven of
hope, help, and healing for a
world hungering for and
thirsting after the enlightened
word of God. At St. Mark, we
are Christians willing to work
and partner in unity, praising
God for His awesome gift, His
son Jesus Christ.
Events in the Month of August
Aug. 2 - St. Mark Monthly
Business Meeting @ 7:00 p.m.
Aug. 14 - St. Mark Mis-

sionary Baptist Church Back
to School Bash for the Child’s
Park Community Time: 6:30 8:30 p.m. Place: Child’s Park,
4301 13th Ave. S. Purpose: To
help children in the Child’s
Park community get ready for
back to school by equipping
them with school items they
need as well as food, fun and
fellowship with the Word of
God. Will be provided with
haircuts/salon
vouchers,
clothing and store vouchers,
dentistry for children & teens,
Florida Kid Care (Health Insurance), gift Cards/other
give-a-waysWeekly Scheduled
Activities for St. Mark
Sunday School held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday School starts each
Sunday morning at 9:30. All are
invited to come and join us.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5 p.m. Mem-

bers and the general public
are invited to come out study
the Bible with us, and learn
“What Baptist Believe.”
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed
to join us.
N I. K. E. After School Tutoring (4:30-6 p.m.) on Tuesdays & Thursdays (closed
during holiday seasons and
school breaks)
Young Adult Ministry
every Monday from 6:30 p.m.
(Bible Study)
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday at 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer
Meeting
and
Bible Study every Wednesday
evening at 7.

Friendship MBC
“The Ship – One Lord, One
Faith, One Baptism, One
Church”
2013 “Total Surrender,
Total Sacrifice, and Total Stewardship” – II Corinthians 9:6-8.
Friendship is a committed
church family open to all who
wish to embrace it. Worship,
Fellowship and Learn with us!
MARK YOUR CALENDAR
Aug. 7: Wednesday Night
L.I.V.E. (Living In Victory
Everyday) at 7 p.m. Holy
Communion will be served.
Aug. 12 – 14th: Prayer
Week, 7 p.m.
August 15 – 17: Family
and Friends Reunion Choir
Workshop. Please call the

Church Office (727-906-8300)
for detailed information.
Aug. 18 – Family and
Friends Celebration: 7:45 a.m.
speaker, Bishop Zema Florence, Holy Temple Cathedral
Pentecostal Church, Saint Petersburg, FL. 10:45 a.m.
speaker, Pastor G. Christopher
Clark, Greater Mount Carmel
Baptist Church, Tangerine FL.
Aug. 19 – 21: Revival 2013
at 7 p.m. Guest Evangelist will
be Dr. Henry J. Lyons, Pastor
of New Salem Baptist Church,
Tampa, FL and President of
National Trusted Partners for
Christ.
Have you found the key? If
you’re looking for the key to

happiness or heaven, you’ll find
it through Jesus Christ. Dr.
John A. Evans, Sr., and Friendship welcomes you to our open
doors. Friendships’ worship experiences are 7:45 a.m. and
10:45 a.m. Sunday Church
School begins at 9:30 a.m.
Join us each Wednesday for
Noonday Bible Study or each
Wednesday night at 7 as we
study in the book of Mark - Dr.
John A. Evans, Sr., facilitator.
Friendship is located at
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg,
33712. Our telephone number:
727-906-8300. www.fmbctheship.org
God Bless You – The Ship!

Pastor’s Corner
BY PASTOR SARAH EDWARDS

Visible Voices Christian Community Association

R U 1 of God’s MOBS?
I am, but I wasn’t
born one. However, several centuries ago upon
committing my life to
Jesus Christ, I became 1
of God’s Mothers of
Black Sons and we are
standing our ground. We
are
God’s
balanced
women and are angr y as
all get out!
We are righteously indignant and we are not
taking it anymore. We
are advancing the Kingdom of God by going
after Satan’s principalities, powers, spiritual
wickedness in high
places and spirits of darkness working within the
earthly realm through
people. He knows that
we know our warfare is
not carnal, but mighty for
the pulling down of his
strongholds.
George Zimmerman
being interviewed on television said that he had
no regrets about blowing
a black teenager’s heart
out and he would do it
again. He further stated
that he thought it was
“God’s will.” Really! The
unanswered question is
which god spirit was or is
leading him and others
like him? Is the same god
spirit that his mother
proudly announced on
television that she prayed
to so Trayvon could go to
a better place?
The agony of this
kind of pain only God’s
MOBS can experience. It
was evoked in hearing
Trayvon’s taped cries for
help. A lot of God’s
MOBS said they also
heard a squealing of the
words ‘mama’ in the tape

and no one pointed it out
during the trial. This situation is different in that
it not only pieced the
heart of a lot of mothers
of black sons; it also
punctured a hole in the
soul of most people
throughout the world.
Amazingly, some people think because they
are of a particular ethnic
group and born in America it makes them Christian. They have selected
sins. Yet, they hate certain kind of people and
oppress the elderly, poor
and black people.
Unfortunately, since
integration became legal,
some people have become at ease and
numbed to the reality
that we are going in a circle. We forgot why the
first man God created in
Ethiopia is still the most
hated in the universe.
May I invite you to experience a paradigm shift?
Mama Eve, 1 of God’s
MOBS fully appreciated
her position only after
one of her sons murdered the other one, the
first black on black
crime. Abel’s blood cried
out from the ground.
Trayvon’s voice is cr ying
out from the tape that
has been played over the
air waves. Yet, Eve held
on to the promise that
her seed would bruise
the head of the children
of Satan and destroy
their works. Eve died before Jesus manifested
this truth on the cross.
Sarah, also like Eve,
went along to get along
with her husband’s foolish deceptions of her

God given identity to
preser ve his life so he
may
manifest
God’
covenant of deliverance
through his seed. That is,
until God told Pharaoh
that if he touched Sarah
sexually, he would die!
Later Sarah in her old
age became an official
member of God’s MOBS.
On the other hand,
Rachael held onto God’s
promise given to both
she and her husband
Isaac when she was pregnant with twin sons. God
deviated from the norm
of the tradition of man
during that time. Now,
the older son would
ser ve the younger son.
Rachael’s husband was
determined to hold onto
their tradition so their
older son Esau who
being a man’s man would
receive God’s blessing
from his hands. When
Rachael learned of his intent, she counseled
Jacob, a mama boy. Jacob
trusted and obeyed his
mama. In return, he and
his wife Rebecca begot
Joseph. This linage produced 1 of God’s Mobs
that gave us God’s only
begotten son. Mar y’s
baby boy, Jesus our
Christ.
Whenever other ethnic groups think more
highly of themselves and
devaluate black people,
it’s worse than being a
racist, it’s demonic. It’s
the spirit of the antiChrist working through
humans desiring to replace Jesus Christ as
LORD over our reasoning. R U 1 of God’s
MOBS?
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COMMUNITY NEWS
High school juniors gain a competitive
edge in summer program
BY YOLANDA COWART

With today’s tighter job market and
rising cost for college tuition and student loan fees, young adults are not left
with much of a margin for error when it
comes to financial self-sufficiency. However, according to a 2012 Global financial Literacy Barometer study, the
United States ranked 27th out of 28 nations on the survey question: “To what
extent would you say teenagers and
young adults in your country are adequately prepared to manage their own
money.” Understanding the ins and
outs of interest rates, budgeting and
debt management can save money and
headaches. Financial literacy is not just
a luxury to be exploited by the wealthy.
It is a tool for survival and future wealth
for those on low to moderate incomes
as well.
The Florida legislature has recently
acknowledged the importance of financial literacy by changing high school
graduation requirements to include a
half-credit of financial education. The
curriculum has yet to be developed, but

in the meantime, there are some excellent financial education opportunities
available on-line from the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC).
The FDIC’s Money Smart program includes twelve modules for adults and
eight modules designed for people between twelve and twenty-one years old.
Each module takes about a half-hour to
complete and many incorporate fun
games and challenges. The module topics for the teens cover an introduction
to banking services; how to choose and
manage a checking account; setting financial goals; saving; an introduction to
credit and borrowing; managing a
credit card; paying for college and cars
and culminating with home ownership
and renting. These resources can be accessed for free by anyone at
www.FDIC.gov/MoneySmart. You can
learn about local resources and information about financial education by calling 2-1-1. Make sure your money is
working for you by educating yourself
and your children about finances.

Heffner & Hefner in town
ST. PETERSBURG — If
you enjoy traditional jazz,
treat yourself to the highly
anticipated Heffner &
Hefner jazz concert. The
show will be presented by
the Palladium Theater at
St. Petersburg College,
Fri., Aug. 2, at 8 p.m.
The Palladium “Side
Door” Cabaret welcomes
the return of Jazz and R&B
vocalist Katt Hefner and
her brother Stan “the Man”
Heffner, “master of the
Hammond B3 Organ.” Katt
is often described as possessing finesse, and a
gifted voice, reminiscent of
the Harlem Renaissance
Era.
Appearing with Katt and
Stan is their all-star band
consisting of saxophonist
Butch Thomas, guitarist
Vincent Sims and drummer Mark Feinman of
Tampa Bay. Heffner &
Hefner will feature John
Lamb, renowned bassist
(formerly of the Duke
Ellington Band). Also
featured is Ernie Calhoun,
International tenor saxophone player and one of the
two original founders of the
Al Downing, Tampa Bay
Jazz Association.

Jazz is all about phrasing, improvisation and
rhythmic intricacies. This
concert will showcase an
imposing array of welltrained musicians performing a wide-range of jazz and
blues. Collectively these
musicians have played with
many other prominent musicians including Benny
Goodman, Ella Fitzgerald,
Luther Van Dross, The Ink
Spots, Sting, Lenny Kravitz,
Koko Taylor and Lucky Peterson. What this means to
you is that you can be assured of a quality show.

Heffner and Hefner will
seduce you with their
whimsical musical arrangements.
Bring
a friend and look forward
to toe-tapping, wildly entertaining
performances.
You can even dance if you
like.
To purchase individual
or group tickets, visit the
Palladium Theater box office at The Palladium 253
5th Ave. N., St. Petersburg.
And, please visit the website at: mypalladium.org or
call (727) 302-6863 to get
your tickets ahead of time.

The Springtime Club
Founder

CLEARWATER – For
the third year in a row, St.
Petersburg College partnered with United Way
and the Clearwater Police
Department to help local
high school students have
a successful introduction
to college at the SPC
Clearwater Campus.
The summer program
is a part of the overall Operation Graduate program. It seeks to help
local high school students
successfully reach graduation through credit recovery, summer dual
enrollment, job placement
and career awareness.
This scholarship program was completely free
for these students. High
school students took the
six week summer College
Experience Course that
included lunch daily and
weekly field trips to local
businesses where students get an opportunity
to explore job opportunities and increase their career knowledge.
Participants included
high school juniors and
seniors who enrolled in
the three-credit hour summer course as part of a
year long program at St.
Petersburg
College,
Clearwater Campus and

Graduates visited Bay News 9.
the North Greenwood Police Substation. During
the school year, the Operation Graduate Program
will continue to support
the students learning experience by strengthening
the course principles
which focuses on writing
resumes, creating career
portfolios and fine-tuning
life and work skills.
The Operation Graduate Program seeks to increase the number of
youth with on-time graduation, introduce high
school students to college
and work experiences,
help develop life skills and
provide students and their
families with service referrals and interventions.
Partners include the
Clearwater Police Depart-

ment, United Way of
Tampa Bay, St. Petersburg College, Clearwater
Campus, Pinellas County
Schools, Florida Department of Juvenile Justice,
Clearwater Parks and
Recreation and the Upper
Pinellas Ministerial Alliance.
Slots are still available
for High School Students,
but space is limited. For
details or questions, contact the Program Coordinator, Nathaniel Ramsey,
at (727) 400-6805 or email
at nramsey@uwtb.org,
North Greenwood Neighborhood Patrol Police
Substation,
1310
N.
Martin Luther King, Jr.
Avenue, Clearwater, MonThurs., 10:30 - 7:30 p.m.,
Fri., 8 - 4:30 p.m.

Pastor Antonio Pringley of Fruit of the Spirit Ministry will host
Fruit Fitness, a show that aims to pass on information to all
who aspire to become spiritually and physically fit. As a whole,
we are sicker than ever, more depresssed than ever and our diets
are causing a health epidemic. Tune in to Inspiration 1110 AM
and receive life changing information starting Aug. 11 from
2-3 p.m., and every Sunday after that. Get fit and live better.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Empowered women giving back

Summit #8 - Increasing Parental Engagement
From PARENTS , page 1

From HATTITUDE, page 1

“To move forward
means to make up in your
mind that what’s ahead of
you is not to be compared
to what’s behind you,”
Sanders said. “Moving forward means what used to
cause you pain can be used
to push you towards your
purpose.”
In addition to raising
awareness of domestic violence, the yacht ride was an
event to honor women of
the community. Asked to
give one word stating what
their hats represent to
them, guests replied “individuality,” “survivor,” “creative,”
“bold”
and
“fabulous.”
District Director for
Kathy Castor (D-FL) Chloe
Coney spoke of the many
hats people wear, both literally and figuratively, in their
day-to-day and professional
lives. Clifton said that
Coney—who owns over
200 hats and is active in the
community—was her mentor in creating Hat-Attitude.
Other
distinguished
speakers were Dr. Yvonne
Scruggs-Leftwich, author,
activist and president of the
Center for Community and
Economic Justice; Mindy
Murphy, interim president
and chief executive officer
for The Springs and professional life coach Mindie
Maass. The second floor of
the StarLite Majesty played

host to event sponsors such
as Damsel in Defense, a
vendor of pepper-sprays
and other personal protection gear.
The
Empowerment
Voyage, which will be held
annually, was the first
major event Hat-Attitude
held. While volunteering at
The Springs, Clifton felt
she wanted to do more for
the community. She had
the idea for Hat-Attitude at
the beginning of this year
and officially started the
non-profit this past March.
Clifton said 28 people currently volunteer for Hat-Attitude.
“Our goals are to continue to help the community in any way that we can
and to seek support in helping the community, because it definitely takes
harmony to build a village,”
Director of Event Coordinating Etta Stanford said.
“Right now our community
is our village.”
Just a few months old,
Hat-Attitude has many upcoming service projects.
On Sat., Aug. 3, Hat-Attitude is hosting a Prayer
Walk through Tampa. They
are also planning etiquette
classes to teach young
women business and life
skills. In September, they
will have a “Hat-Attitude
101” open forum for the
community to learn about

the organization and give
input on the types of services they want.
A major event scheduled for October is the
prostate cancer awareness
dinner and dance party.
The event will be held at
the historic Floridan Palace
Hotel in Tampa and the
theme will be 1920s
Harlem nights.
“We want to raise
money for The Moffitt
[Cancer Center] to use for
continued research and resources,” Clifton said. “We
want the men to get exams,
but the event is geared
around educating the community on prostate cancer.”
Stanford said a toy drive
and foster children’s Christmas party are also planned
for this year. According to
Clifton, Hat-Attitude has already held several clothing
and food drives and is planning many more.
Clifton said that Hat-Attitude serves the entire
community and takes community input when planning new projects. The idea
for the Empowerment Voyage came from survey responses and audience
call-ins to her Urban Cafe
show on 88.5 WMNF.
“We’re all about volunteering, we’re all about people and new ideas,” Clifton
said. “We’re definitely not
close minded to any ideas.”

John Muhammad

R. MonaLeza

Lendel Bright

children. Cox believes
families characterize themselves with criminality and
other behaviors that negatively affect the psyche of
the inhabitants of the
household.
“Those children who
are watching that behavior
are more likely to repeat
it,” Cox explained suggesting that by parents portraying values each and
every day, their children
will emulate and reflect
those same values in social
situations and in school.
According to Cox, children lacking in acceptance
or respect for the school
system tend to identify
themselves early, in terms
of misbehavior in the classroom.
“They become known
pretty quickly in the principal’s office,” Cox revealed
laying out the troubled
path that statistically follows so many AfricanAmerican
youths,
especially males, throughout their education. From
suspensions to early contact with the juvenile justice system, and eventually
entry into the prison system, Cox urges parents to
act sooner rather than
later in implementing family expectations in their
children. “This is a cycle
that needs to be stopped,”
she finished.
Local author Linda
Mobley believes community involvement from
neighbors and church
groups can also make a
difference in whether a
child travels down a difficult road.
“I am concerned about
the plight of our young
people, particularly our
young men,” Mobley explained. “I wanted to do
something about it, not
just talk about it.”
So she wrote a book on
her experiences with her
own child. Dealing with issues such as anger management, bullying and
parenting as an ex-offender, Mobley touches on
the difficult situations that
families deal with on a regular basis, here in St. Petersburg
and
in

African-American communities around the nation.
Niki Johnson prefers
the term “returned citizen”
when discussing ex-offenders. In and out of
courtrooms for 12 years,
Johnson admits her decisions in life have prohibited her from obtaining
employment and housing.
It had also stopped her
from being a parent to her
now 16-year-old daughter.
“There was a long period of time where I wasn’t
actively engaged in her development, her education
and in her life,” Johnson
explained. But today Johnson accepts responsibility
for her past decisions and
is beginning to take on an
active role in her daughter’s upbringing and start
the process of mending
their relationship.
“I am able to sit down
and engage in conversations with her regarding
what it feels like, what I go
through on a daily basis,”
Johnson said hoping her
negative choices can have
a positive impact on the decisions her own child
makes now and in the future. “I don’t glorify it anymore.”
Panelist Justin Smith
joined in the conversation
asking parents to take a
good look at their children. “A lot of times we
only know what we’ve
been taught,” he said explaining that if parents
haven’t sat down with their
kids and instilled the essential values of caring for
others and showing respect to those in authority
positions, their children
won’t follow suit.
“The problem our
teachers have when they
try to correct our students
is the only thing they are
to them is this teacher,”
Smith explained. “The
kids have never been
taught to accept that respect.”
Panel members had
simple ideas to help parents start the process of
getting involved and opening the lines of communication with their child.
From reading with young

children to making newspapers and books on the
bestsellers list available at
home to teens, the act of
reading promises to stimulate the home environment and set up an
opportunity to engage in
meaningful conversation
and dialogue.
Walking through the
mall or cooking a favorite
meal was also suggested
as a way to strengthen
family bonds and create
memories and experiences that children will
look back on. It also opens
the lines of communication and establishes trust
with children in a nonthreatening environment.
So when faced with harder
times and decisions, it will
be easier for your teen to
talk.
“You might mess it up,
you might burn it,” Smith
said, “but guess what?
That’s how you begin that
bonding.”
Parents were also encouraged to build self-esteem by allowing children
to complete tasks and
praising them for a job well
done. It is the positive interaction that is important
so panelists urged parents
to overlook small errors
and respect differing opinions and styles in older
children.
Parents were urged
not to wait for school reform, but to take steps now
to provide an environment
in which their children can
experience success. “We
have the ability in our
homes to make a difference,” Cox said as she
spoke of building security,
a sense of belonging and
fostering a nurturing relationship with kids. She
challenged parents to correct those situations at
home if need be, before
their child is in a state of
rebellion or the juvenile
justice system.
Perhaps Smith said it
best when he compared
children to wet cement.
“What you put in them is
eventually going to solidify
and it’s what you’re going
to see for a lifetime.”
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Trayvon Martin: A community conversation
BY STAFF WRITER

ST. PETERSBURG –
Mothers, fathers, sons and
daughters took an evening
out of their busy lives Thurs.,
July 18, to discuss the controversial verdict in the Trayvon
Martin shooting.
Worried by the not guilty
verdict, LaShante Keys,
founder and CEO of Community EFX, organized the
event for the youth to have a
better understanding of the
verdict and what it means for
African Americans around
the nation and here in St. Petersburg.
Held at The Enoch Davis
Center, 1111 18th Ave. S.,
families gathered to hear a
breakdown of the trial and reactions from a panel of local
professionals. A case with unavoidable racial undertones,
the acquittal of George Zimmerman has roused public
interest and sparked debate
about the use of violence,
race and Florida’s Stand Your
Ground law. It also has a nation talking.
Tampa lawyer Monica
Williams Harris was on hand
to field legal questions concerning the trial’s outcome
and tried to explain the verdict. As she read the definition of what constitutes
second-degree murder, Harris acknowledged there wasn’t much chance of a

conviction on that charge,
but was confounded with the
not guilty ruling on
manslaughter.
“I was a little surprised
primarily because I felt that
Zimmerman’s actions up to
the point where he shot
Trayvon were avoidable,”
she said.
However, she stated according to the jury directions
and how the law reads, it limited the jury from looking
outside the point and time
when Zimmerman had to
make a decision.
“The fact that he got out
of his car, the fact that he
walked behind him in the
dark, they couldn’t look at
any of that,” Harris stated.
Although every panelist
wanted a manslaughter
charge against Zimmerman,
none were surprised with the
not guilty verdict.
Member of the panel, St.
Pete Police Department Sergeant Marlin Heyward knew
exactly where he was when
the verdict was read. “I remember sitting on the edge
of my seat saying ‘let’s see
where this is going to go,’” he
recalled stating he wasn’t
surprised with the outcome.
“If they would have come
back with guilty I would have
been, ‘okay, they really took
other things into consideration.’”
Although each panelist





 





  
  

was there to give their professional outlook on the matters of the case, they were all
in agreement that Zimmerman’s actions were racially
motivated.
“Is it suspicious to see a
hoodie in the rain? Is it suspicious to see somebody walking on a sidewalk? No. All of
these things without race
would not matter,” Warren
said. “He would just be a
human being walking down
the street in the rain.”
And as each panelist answered questions on what
role they believed race
played in the trial, questions
concerning the jury selection, and allegations from
panelists believing the prosecution did not prepare witness Rachel Jeantel properly,
it was evident emotions were
still riding high.
But New Hope Missionary Baptist Church Pastor
Carlos Senior had a different
approach to the shooting.
Dedicated in the mission of
reaching out to families and
the community for the past
10 years, Senior hopes the
verdict will bring positive
changes in the community
and shed light on the idea of
what is needed in order for
people to live peacefully.
“The thing that’s heartbreaking for me every day is
that we live in a culture that is
historically violent,” he explained. “You’re constantly
being exposed to the ugliness.”
But talk soon turned to
what to do now. What does
this verdict mean for a young
black male?
“Something different has
to happen to us,” said Warren. He spoke of the negative
image of African Americans
represented in movies and
the music industry and focused on how emulating the
style and attitude of rappers
will only lead to negative as-

L-R, Prof. Chris Warren, Pastor Carlos Senior, Monica William Harris,
Sergent Marlin Heyward, Michael Clark and LaShante Keys.
sociations and run-ins with
the police.
“These artists are taking
everything from you and
leaving you holding the bag
in society,” Warren explained
stating that by dressing and
walking like these artist, and
by singing lyrics about disregarding the law, society
forms a negative view of
African-American youths.
“When you watch them,
they’re going to their million
dollar home in the suburbs,”
he said. “They’re not going
back to the hood to suffer the
consequences from the police. But you are.”
Instead he and the other
panelists offer a solution.
Transforming into something else. Something that allows for a better opportunity
to get out of current situations. To not fall victim to
what is in the media, at the
movies, on their neighbor-

hood streets.
Sergeant Heyward patrols those streets every day
and urges the community
young and old to embrace
needed change. To not succumb to the stereotypical
role associated with AfricanAmerican males. “It starts
with us in our community,”
he said as he discussed black
on black crime. “It gets to a
point where it gets very disheartening.”
As the conversation continued, panelists asked the
teens in attendance to make
choices that will help them
beat their current situation,
whatever that may be, and to
allow positive people in their
life. Each speaker spoke of
how teens and young men
and woman will continue to be
judged on their outward appearance, the people they associate with, and the way they
interact socially with others.

“You have to make a decision. Are these people going
to help me get out of my situation or am I behaving like
these people and never going
to be able to beat my situation?”
As the conversation came
to a close, attendees still may
not have agreed with the ruling of not guilty in the shooting death of Trayvon Martin,
but perhaps they can find solace in the act of a community
coming together and in the
prospect of change.
The mission of Community EFX is to address the educational
and
health
disparities by creating innovative programs to empower, improve
and
connect
communities. The non-profit
organization provides a spectrum of services to the Tampa
Bay area ranging from youth
programs to health workshops.
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Achieving Great Things Community Spelling Bee
From BEE, page 1

what these kids were. You
could see it in their eyes as
they sauntered across the
stage that they were prepared
for whatever words were
thrown at them.
Judging the bee was St.
Petersburg native Ada McFarley, CEO and president of
Never Late Property Cleaning, Community Policing
Deputy for the Pinellas
County Sheriff’s Office
William Lawson, Pharmacy
Manager of Walgreens Company and Baton Rouge transplant Vonda Jackson Colquitt
and to round out the dream
team, City of St. Petersburg librarian Kathy Dort.
Pinellas County School
Board Member Rene Flowers
served as mistress of ceremonies. Her brand of wit and
bubbly personality kept the
program moving forward.
For the first time in this
bee’s history, kindergarteners
were allowed to compete.
These youngsters had to have
completed kindergarten in
the 2012-13 school year. Only
four competitors stood up for
this category, but it didn’t
make the competition any easier. In the end, Makensie
Robinson was left standing,
taking down Norris Watson
with the word “mold.”
The next level of children
to compete had to have completed first grade and going
into second. The competition
in this category was stiff.
When the dust finally settled,
there were only three standing: Makayla Miller, Tylia
West and Keyon Carbart.
These three kids bounced
words back and forth off the
judges’ heads with the great-

est of ease. Finally, Keyon
took first place, Tylia second
and Makayla third.
If you thought the other
two levels of competition were
hard, watching the next set of
children could be compared
to watching a tennis match.
These kids were competing in
the second grade going into
third grade category, and
words were flying around the
room as if Serena and Venus
were competing against each
other at Wimbledon. When it
was all said and done, Amari
Campbell sat down her competitors.
The third grade going into
fourth grade category saw increasing harder words. The
word “freight” took down four
kids in one fell swoop. Jenesis
Richardson, Amanda Corbett
and Sailor Marrin showed little regard for the clock on the
wall. As the appointed time for
the bee to be over came and
went, these three were still
locked in a war of attrition. In
the end, Jenesis took home
the coveted first place trophy.
Although only two contestants competed in the
fourth grade going into fifth
grade category, that did not
make the competition any less
tense. Imani Pennywell and
Michael Barfield devoured
their word list like Scooby
Doo and Shaggy devouring a
pepperoni pizza. Both kids determined to be the victor, but
only Michael could claim the
title.
The unsuspected parents
in the audience had no idea
what was in store for them
when the children in the fifth
grade going into sixth grade
category walked onto the

stage. This level was fraught
with controversy. Former city
councilmember
Flowers
called out a word that was not
on the designated spelling list.
Whether this was intentional
or not it’s hard to say. Since the
kids had not studied for the
word, they were all falling like
pawns in a game of chess.
Judge McFarley was thoroughly confused and had to
call Executive Director of the
Childs Park YMCA Deborah
D. Figgs-Sanders in to make
an official ruling. She decreed
that all the children taken
down by the wrong word
would be able to reenter the
contest.
Was this a nefarious plot
by Flowers, or was an honest
mistake? After all, the word
she called out was an easier
word than the original word
on the list, and she did admit
to the room that in spelling
bees past, she had “tried to
cheat for the babies,” because
they are so cute.
Whether this was another
scheme by Flowers or not, the
competition went on and Sara
Collins was declared the winner amidst the controversy.
After that exhausting ordeal, the last level of competitors graced the stage. Only
two opponents were in the
sixth to seventh grade category. With such difficult
words as “macramé” and
“topography,” the crowd
knew these two must have
studied for hours. Last year’s
winner in the fifth grade category, Daniel Sanders, fell to
Conner Viarling.
But as Jezek said earlier in
the evening, “They are all winners.”
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